Short/Active Risk Assessment
Open Fires

Published 11.06.21

Location Among The Trees

Use of an open fire within the Forest School or Club setting.
A Access to open fires by learners with supervision from leader.
Setting and lighting open fires by learners with supervision from leader.

Reason for R

X Leader / Staff Demonstrating, using and supervising use of an open fire.
X Learner Accessing, building and tending an open fire.
X Public On site before, during and after school hours.
] Others
(1-5) (1-5) SxL= have been taken
Mild burn from a fire 4 3 12 L/N/A/U
Severe burn from a fire 5 3 15 L/N/A/U
Trip over firewood or logs 3 3 9 L/N/A/U
Learner’s clothing catches fire 4 3 12 L/N/A/U
Eye injury from branch or debris 3 3 9 L/N/A/U
Low 1-3 Acceptable 11-18 (improve if possible)

Recommended precautions in place Risk AFTER Precautions

Fire circle safety and protocol included with every session [fire or no fire]. L/N/A/U
Wearing of appropriate fire gloves when tending fire. L/N/A/U
Use of appropriate tools that are long enough to avoid fire. L/N/A/U
Learners only access fire square by invitation. L/N/A/U
Appropriate modelling and supervision of learners when building fires. L/N/A/U
Two buckets of cold fresh water + first aid kid by the fire for L/N/A/U

emergencies.
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Risk Benefit Analysis
Open Fires

Risk Benefit Analysis of Using Open Fires

Learning about and using fire through Forest Club or Forest School sessions equips learners with
practical skills and awareness of what to expect when encountering open and close fires in every day life
(see Life Links below)

Learning how to manage these potential risks using sharp and potentially dangerous items in a safe and
controlled manner will help learners gain benefit from taking part. The benefit of taking part outweighs the
levels of risk involved in the activity.

Specific Benefits From Using Open Fires
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Life Links Through Using Open Flres

Setting and maintaining an open fire while camping or at another location.
Cooking on a BBQ.

Using a gas hob to cook on at home.

Toasting marshmallows on an open fire with family, friends or in uniformed groups.
Lighting candles or other burning flames.

Using burners or open naked flames.

Some occupational requirements.



